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The Friendly Vindication 
OF 


Mr. DRYDEXM, &c. 


He excellent Mr. Drydep taking into ſerious 
conſideration the Afﬀairs of #4, and havin 
made an Affignation to that purpoſe with 
ſome flouriſhing Ingenuities, no leſs con* 

ſcious than admirers of his Fame : One of the for- 

wardeſt urged the immediate* diſcuſſing the ſevere 

Cenſure of the Rota of Oxford z woaich, though ſeem= 

ing only to point at Grad, did collaterally refle& 

on all his Plays and Poems whatſoever. Mr. Dryden , 

not a little ſurprized to hear of Critical Engines levelled 

at his Seger, Congaeſts, and the like , .was meckly fal- 
ling into aſwourd almoſt paſt recovery by tweaking 

of tis Noſe ; till qgne of his ingenious Friends putting. 
him in mind how the King had made him his Zewre 
and how his 2ſuſe had accomplifhed him for her Here, 
in both which reſpeQs it did not become him to dif- 
cover that ihe had placed her Z»figns of wit in ſo un- 
ſteady and puſillanimons a'Brats ds his might appear 
to be, (did he not ſuddenly recolle@ his Spitjt accor- 
ding to that Expreſſion in his Maiden. Queen, ſpoken 

by her Handmaid 4frea, AR. 1.) 4 

You were 74y humour a, and you art ' 6 20 

Now penſrv | _ 

Onct calm anil now anquiet—— 
_—_ wrte tas 
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-» ofa Hare, had ir been,in, thei 


th 


| Nor to ſay that few Poets beſides Mr. Drydews, ever 


treated a Queen with ſo tight and homely an Enter- 


_ tainment of Words, as, Gay. humour a, and the reſt in 
theſe two 


Icutoits:lmes.  *1t19f11 

A Knxviſh wit here, that had a good mind to have 
been nibling at the fore-&6ing Expreſſion , which 
fignified no maxegy all thoſe words, #han te ſay that 
the Qdeen was ar ſome ane "time iberier-hymour 
than at another: yet as he was of Mr. Drydens Ca- 
bal, ſaid, he ſhould rather infuſe into his ſoul {in this 


ConjanRre) ſome Doſes of Maximins, and Ahmnaen- 


£013 Heroical Bravery, and not give himſelf upto his 


Pricſvers :' Jike rthar =rS of the Hare in Annow Mi- 


r4bia, of Which two whole Stanzs's arc branded 


ws, ſomewhat” more Faybraes rendred , 
us H 


* mn \ 
pk \ . L 


EV nas tbe fearful Hg '% \ when & £0Mrs 4 0 Plain, 


Ani longer Ant r flight maintain. 
" Þ pthe fer D with ix turs'd up « 
7 19” oh no a, wet cannot fi 


as.the Ribs, wherefore 
Darin a con 12100 a5 Wag Ihe ; whar reaſon he calls 
Retefil, fo timorousa Geemnre as a'Hare naturally. is; 


Tt no Wl ever. rd c Q fa ug Hare,:. or why, he 


ETA 9 ' apply & mean /tzaz/e to. Prince Ruperts 


IRE ther: when d ble digrnheir fi ht with 
FLO ich $5 hen _ rather ok thar 


= Prince and the refs had runaway, dike the Hare at 
.: firſt, and would have done fo afterwards, inimitation 


L.pEWer, 42nd at have 
.Encountred the Enemy. wit h that magnanimity that 


appeared. 
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3 oppor throughout this aRion.But though this fim- | 
A l: (quar'd ſoill with tne gallanery.of the AMoniulayle -- 
3 not to-be pardoged in Paetry , ſinee its Illafkratians © + 
| and Metaphors ſhould nor Only ſuit, but 2ndeavour to - 
; exalt, (4nd -not deprels, as it.is obſervable,in Mer, Bry- 
[ den) the greatels of the SubjeGs iz rreaterh of ; Ac-; 
I cording, to this of Horace , 7 c 
I Jncapt FL gravibus pler Wmgne 4p 114 profeſſis, | 
: Parpureus late qui ſplendeat; unm & uher, 
Aſluitny pannus. IDE ITT - 
Yet this Gentleman who ſpake laſt was ſo.indulgent 
"2 to Mt. Drydens Repute, that he adviſed hings rather 
F chan yeild 3o any thing that could .be abjc&ed again 
- his Poetry, to:turn the line in his fult. Parr. of Grens- 
aa, mentioned by the Rota , vr 
ER ET nol evns won. 1:80 
A T his #6 my well, Ce | WM: 1's. | 5 
% This « mp wit, «nd this my wit ſpall be. 
, 2M _ MET i TR. : 
3 Addings thashe conceived bis Muſe had not mage 'a 
; more” uſeful: cenvegfion for - him of any. Verſe of his. 
| That be had proved they; had kindnefs enough-tg jubbi- 
: fie whar-be had z or couldiwrite, thoughehey, barked 
\ tor his. ſake, ar bezter [Vie than any of his») + 
At which.s. ſame: conflit palled: betwixt.the! Pa/c 
and Yaxmilten ahhis. Cheeky: thing very; incident to 
ſuch Complexians,.: whenmade Greats of Famen)- 
F a3 allo. ſome: melancholy -pifis) gud: {wallings'agaioſt 
; 88:3 8ih4d, bentblodlipaþble to rene levee 
| thon delivercd 
go? e noon i. 10 T1066 
Bi 180 wo 6300 ind 1:4 
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+... -4 1 muſt tell you, i #9 « ſawty © 

_ Nis Copy Se). > Fo P | Ss. : 

had i ſunin Bolineſs thus to preſs on my ans: ing 

[ © : n | * | | : . | 

fewey, = Mere one made a Lueric, whether Sowcie was not 

Epithet join'd 4 PIettY Sawce-boy word annexed to bolanels. Ano- 

7} © Boldneſs, ther of his Comrades, who had' Authority enough 

= -- .over his Perſon and Muſe, to pals his Raillery, ſaid, 

. BF that his reſtauration of ſpirit in this Iflue of his affairs, 
IS put him in mind of that Poetical Expreſſion of his in 

Aaximin, Pap .4. : 


* 


Midſt this was heard theſprill and tender crie 
Of well'pleas'd 'Ghclts, which'in the florm did flic, 
| Dani'd tvo ind fro, and chim#i along theground, 
"Till to the Mapick (Circle they were bound. 


Here one took notice how excellently Mr. Drydex 
had deſcribed the Voices , Muſick, ard Dancing of 
Ghoſts z or if you pleaſe; an Antimask'tof: Ghoſts in 
the Air. But why ſhrill and tender ſhould be the 

 pleafing ornament: 6f cheir Voices,- ſince' it it ſelf- no 
delightful way of ſpeaking, ot ſinging; was to be left ro 
the diſcuſſion of Ghoſts and Mr. Dyydew alone : though 
could not 'but condeſcefid, that Mr. Dryden did 
deſerve a tender Rebuke 'at leaft, for this harſh and 
gentle fitiong'which' his Pen had ſomu ſically beſtow- 
1: ed on/Ghoſiy; 7 That ivwas truc',/thar-our: of 'their 
|| mz reſpe&s tohimsy, they had "ofterrendenvoured: to blind 
IA the: World \from-obſcrving (the incongraity- of ſuch 
{© - Metaphors, {a ſawcy boldneſs, ſhrill andtender, and 
thelike,) nor ſeldoayuſed by him -in this: inconfiſtenc 
manner of Expreſſion , the berter rowinghis Muſe to 
ker height z or char ſhe might flie in apy ſtorm A 
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» ſhe thought beſt : ſince he had merited thar kindneſs 


_ tothis in Meximin, Where his Muſe had often threat = ? 
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Or 
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dance to and fro, or skim along the ground, as he and 


from cthem,by his moſt ingenious converſe and writing 
(beſides ſome other more ſecret obligations) as alſo to 
cry up and preſerve the honour of the Laurel conferred 
on him. Wherefore conſidering the Oppoſition which 
he and they have had, or may have ; eſpecially at this 
time, when his Muſe is ſo pernicioully attaqued by the 
Rota, and other malignant Criticks: they thought fir 
to deſire him for the better ſtrengthening of himſelt, 
to apply theſe Verſes likewiſe of his «Maximin toxhis BR 
preſent dangers ,  - 


* They courfing it, 4s be were fenc'd within * They Cours 
Ad ſaw this dreadful Scene of Fate begin. A ny thatis 1 
| | |  _-- Rota courling - 3 
which is. his very conjuring expreſſion, placing, «s he bis Muſe. | 
were, in (tead of, while me were. 2p BE: 
Another ſaid ingenioufly enough, that the Cenſure 

of the -Rora, or its Author, paſſed on his Poems and 
Plays ,.. did vefty pertinently metaphor .the volubility | 
and romtion.of Poctical fortune. in negleR of his Wir z 

which it hecare . him conhidenely to reſent according | 


ned bombaſi-vengeance on Gods and:Mens  , | | 


 Provoke my rage norfurther, lesftI'be 
Reteng'd at once, upon the Gods and. Thee. 


B-: af 


At tilis ore could not chuls line ſmile (though his. ' 


Entire Admirers). to think what a {upreme Divinity: E | 
Mr. Drzdezs Muſe. was ,” thar durſt thus threaten all: = | 
Powers, Divine, and Human, . | F 
Mr, Dryden being pretty well refreſhed by ſwallow- | 
TRE w- php 


ior-chefe Cordials 


his foreheav, :add'rubbed it ro 


| ſure of the Wor 


[6] ; 
extraced from his Muſes 'Dimubreks, 
frer he : had! cleared ſome drops of: cold ſwear from 

n e Cotffidence, with 
due Obeyſancemade ro theſe his Friends and 'Applau- 
ders, together wich fome panps of thought, (not much 
unlike his-Inſpitations) Replied, That Fe mult always 
acknowledge the fupport- tiis Wir received from'the 
Eſteem and Vogue they: allowed ic 3/ which though his 


| Eneinies called aiaking his Party and Faction, 1t had 
| been; hitherto his good providence : nay added, That 


(among theniſclves) -he- had no Teafon ro'expect ap- 
plauſe without ir. That he ſtill implored the ſame 
favourable Aſpefts from them, and that they would 
dare all Eyes which-ſhould vbſerve-or read his VWri- 
tings with any refleQions'on their :fau}ts :- 'though they 
may believe that it troubled nota little his Conſci- 


| ekce, .thar 746 a7emgan Lrmpe #ilignation bf favotit 


to his late New Play caltu*' Love ew 8 Nuwnery, the 
Town ſhould conceive' ir//Juſtice to-condemn both 
his and their Endeavours. Upen which, hemore in- 
ſtantly; deſired :them for 'rhe furure to clap and baw! 
more exceedingly tor his''fake, 'leſthe-fink by'the Cen- 
" as well us the Rord's » (that what- 
ſoever was his; _ reverthced us-aPÞlay, a 

voted, though Without ntfigne of” Por.” i And 


846 
mce 


| they had put him into a way to ſtrengthen himſelf with 


his own Lines;\lie'\utcered 'theſein Araxtvine, TiPlay 
fruirfu! enough: far fkuch -quorgttans) ' for” his More 


| kind memorial, uſing the word Plays, in ſtead of Wars, 


£ 


[87s be 32S. $1 11 FB -1D3- 3 {$107 21037 Ji 
We are not fave to morvow will 64 oupy {6 1 91 
Plays, have tlikti Dore thtin favours my $g\ «1s; 
Let us uſe all, for if we leſt onecatgy, 011110 «m1 wot 

F, Thet'white one-'in the-Crowd they by 111 


# 
ors 
, * 


He 


like that of Fawvera!. 


- pr. EY PB 


He deſired them to forgive the large extent of this 
Petition, though perhaps the-Rg#a might conceive it 
Non-ſenſe among(t the reſt; ir being not uſual in the 
Enghſh Tongue , to call atair, ſerene, or proſperous - 
day, a white day : That he defired them to impute 
this Infptration to a Dream he had of white Money, 
to be ſhared in the Play-houſe. Adding, that nos 
thing lefs could {quare with his profir, than wholly ' 
appropriating the fame and perquiſis offrir, (at leaft 
of one Play-houſe) to himſelf : for which purpoſe, he 
could not but with all humility, implore their Em- 
bargo on all other Poets that might poſſibly impair 
his repute, and Trade of Writing, though their Con- 
ſciences were ſo guilty as to believe his Plays the 
worſt. | 

That the Drama did require too many drams of 
Wit (he hoped they would excuſe his Clinch) to be 
compounded by hts Gemims 5 which in the beginning 
of his undertaking he ſufficiently obſerved, as was evi- 


dentto them and the World, in his PraRiſes to gain 


Proſelytes to his Muſe. As alſo his humble and ſup» 
plicant Addrefles to er and Ladies of  Hononr , to 
whom He preſented the moſt of his Plays to be read, 
and {o pafſtng through theie Families-ro comply their _ 
Cenſures before-hand : confeſfing ingeniouſly; that | 


had he: ventured his wi on the Tenter-hvoks- of For- 


tupe (like other Poets, whodepended more on the 
merit of their- Pens, ) he had been more feverely in* 
rangled in his own Lines long ago. 4s "8 

To this, one of his Afociate Ws replied, That he 
rhought it reaſonable (were his prof not too deeply 
concerned ) to perſwade him rodeſiſt from Writing . 
as fome Poets had diſcreetly and timely obſerved 


» 


_ Frange: 
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| Frange Miſer Calamo $———— 


ſince he was as egregious already as black and white 
could make him. But however, if he were taken for 


no gaod Comick-Poer , or Satyriſt ; he had found 


a Way of much eaſer Licenſe, (though moce remark- 
able in the ſenſe of fome ) which was, not only to Li- 
bel mens perſons, bur to repreſent them on the Stage 
too: Thar to this pucpoſe he made his obſcrvations 
of men, their words and ations, with ſo little diſguiſe, 
that many beheld themſelves a&ed for their Halt 
Crown : yer after all, was unwilling to believe , that 
this was not both good Comedy, and no leſs good 
manners. Beſides, that he had been ſo frankly ob- 
liging as (where he could not uſe a CharaQter, or ap- 
prehended the Licenſe) to afſign it to ſome other 
Pogt of his Cabal, or exchange one Part for another, 
it may be C/x4 Wit too, the better to ſer men forth : 
That this was a Sir Poſitive Truth Mr. Dryden had not 
fore-head enough to denic., 

At which, there being obſerved a guilty variety in 
his Countgnance - Acertain Gallant ſtepe forth 
and ſaid, that what was paſt, was paſt : beſides, thar 
Mr. Drydez had made his ſubmiſſions and recantations 
moſt ingeniouſly both by. word and writing : that he 
conceived 4a x Fi of Honour, had a Letrer dedicated 
tothe Fire, even by the Hangmans handsz.it the injur'd 
ſhould think it neceſſary ; therefore what was done 
was candid enough as to that particular. If Mr. Dry- 
aw courced more his ſecurity than honour , he was 


not to be þlamed , if his remper found jt convenient: 


Or it might be interpreted his Kindneſs, in not being 
wiling to put ſo much Wie as his ownto hazard,. ee | 


ied Hers, but 23'0nc who Fichchivwaraly Lincgbad 


L 
cially fince he proved it fo dear. to his Admiters; 
- hart e Was — Cajole the prune —_—_ im- 

oyed ON any Iluch account to him ; as perhaps it 
ary with Sir Fretchevil Hollis, from this Verſe 
in An Mirabilic , 


Young Hollis, ow Muſe by Mars begot- 


No leſs than Towrh, wit, and Yelouy, chained together 
1n one line ; befides ſuch a way to beget 8 Hero as is 
not to be found in any Poets except that of his 4/- 
m4#20r, as extraordinarily begor by Mr. Drydes on 
his Muſe. | | 
Here he extolled the charming Wit of Mr. Drydes, 
that could ſo prepofſeſs the hearts of men. = | 
Ina word, where he had figured any on the Scene , 
or Preſs, he was no leſs plyant to take them off as 
— again : Thar it was Mr. Dryden's Bizarre 
in Wit, and Poets muſt be allowed fo much variety , 
as ſometimes to exceed the limits of Moderation and 
regular Characers. | | 
r. Drydez was in ſome diſorder hete ., as indeed 
the mention of Regular pars and CharaQers could 
not but concern all his Plays, and did mokt eſpecially 
at this time put him jo mind of his dear beloved, Al 
manzcr : in honour to whom , he had adorned the 


 Frontiſpiece of Graweds with , 


| — Major terume mihi naſcitur Ordo, 


us pred moves, 1 


ad was now 110 leſs inwardly lamented by him, as ſul- 
t=ring.by the dcedenvick Rots, not ouly a5. an fÞi 


broke 


, Fe = =, P * 
4 > 
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broke info iſcoftful 
had ,- with {one's 


ain A | Alte Reverend Priſckaws 
defortnities——— he way po- 
ingto-add,i# givmy (nile aroſe; dat "rhavie" - ron 
by Metres, (UI ILDWI VA *© 
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Ra out of the % 
G, anaaa, —-—* That the more he heard, 


A more [e879 « aaWilep Wo bpdeny” PAL 


\Attviher was fayies that Mr, Oryaar's Wir could 
be 'both*btuge and ſhure ; and that'the edge of diy 
 mohtipoſſithly havethis operation on his aſe whet 

hed WakN $ Verſe roo early or our ofthumou 
wherefore he adviſed Mr. Drydes to tric whin Wiſe 
the tipe'of [Night aworle: have bn-his Imwaginativn ; 
and perhaps the 'Metaphor- night” de beter allowed 
going t6-Bed,of Drunk: deſiring him torecolke& whar 
timeofithe mitral Day'& wass' wtirehe wric _ 
loyw deſore this AGAdIh Daren, beginning chives 
© CINE if Dt 
 He#hat writ bh mot irdows P46 419d coy, 
FromFrench and Engliſh Theatres has brought ' | 
More tr _ Hhdes, "by op oabel Ployarormghh...” 
ALCS >F2816:1 La @ TE IS TCLD 71 1 
Wherher MeoDibdarwartkGeidolifidons i "fn 
; pacibg fuca Fae piob of hiinfelf before 8 Play wiir- 
won with fo-fenhinive ar frm we” arid Grwine, & nity de 
perceived by. what hath dear” mRaaced already, in 
ftead of ng the the Brain bro further Remarques. 
At which alt "——_— Ji that it was 
Mr. Drydemn's Intereſt to be allowedto write, 
cenſure of Men and Wit as he pleaſed-; that he had 


bo emaſtifou ethane ceo & 
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dew has Wit, or was to be thought witty —— 


Here one of his Comrade-wits cricd, Hold, That it 


was not good 1to-procced -on that ground , becauſe it 
was faiiacious, and would be anſwered by many ,. in 
ſaying, That he never had that Judgment or Wir h 
pretended to, for a Reaſon mentioned by.the Refs, w_ 
ſuch a one as Mr. Drydes could not deny. 

Wherefore the Logick of the Argument being in 
effe& no more but this, 


i 


Either 70% have 4 Ges ar eve bf. e:GiE, > 


7i 3 j » > | Fe; } 


| Which may be anſwered by fying. by 


_- 


| by 7 :M. vod 
| Barhe : bore no apply; to Mic. TS Kg 0; 


ndefl tg, ro appli.o Mk 
portianed. to..receive 


ir; was well, lor” 
imkll > 


prailes they 


vab ex ih, that 


rbought fir.to call-bis Code wh, 
Times mean, 0h 4.0 nh 
Verſe of his mentione 10 22: 


Thes Comedy WAS fonltleſes bat: "ewe ſes - 


ann h , 
£ wot EE bad wm Ac Fon m— 


Gnrge he Ropes; 


"That it muſt be granted on all {ides that Mer. Dry-. 


Tar bans DO, 


Fo 
Sd, : 
- 


it was as great an offence ,to Book Morality, as his 
' Maximin was to Ohriſtianity 1 


Mariners, tO. which there way ſome 


ww T 
to the Maiden Queer, whete SON enough 
calls that TT 


th a Chime 
of Johnſons hamuar, pre, cycille's Rhine. 


But how Fobwſons humonr, could make ſuch Muſick 
with Corxeille's rhyme, is not to be underſtood other- 
wiſe, than as Mr. Dryden hath made his own Commen- 
dation and it chime vogether.' Which may be called 
another Bizerre in Mr. Dryde. 


As for his Comedy, it wes objeedby ſome, that 


at his" Marriage 
« la Mode, and his Love in 4 Tongs, were moſt ex- 


 cellent Colle&ions of Bawdery... But the' wonder was, 


how Mr. Dryden,came to conceive his tulſome Con- 
- ceits to be rafn/d- Wit; as he hgdſiippeſted: to his 
Friends; ice Bide had Hever ute, before 


Mr. Drydew writ it, Thar it 
were Thyvmerable Excellencie 


pod” Comtdy , there 
'relaring to wit and 


wins would never arrive :* Which Thews ; thr oF 
Irventi6n bent free and afty gh ori vu 

his Invapinarion' (whore perfoti'is) was fi. 

tent rvious: '/ Bur noir hor concelves. 


of the fucceſs of Plays, a5 ena rotgh of ſome licen, 
tious Writings of his * '' * © | 30 


or which? 's l] one, che Dilde of Mr, _ Male, fo 
nay d tdithe fetndles of te Tow). 
He fraid thi LAE: s grearfavonter of Mr; by 


fear that-his'0e+. 
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den, could gotbut grant thar there were #great many - 
Contradiftivns and. Miſtakes in the mariagement of 
PP _YBR. _ = 
-, Here another took up the Diſcourſe, ſaying, That 
fince they were now met. thus, it was not unftiend- 
ly to proceed te ſome Reformation of Mr. Drydens 
Wit and Manners tggethery as well as they had hi- 
therto in. a headlong manner vindicated him to the 
World. Inorder towhich, it was to be told Mr, Dry- 
den thar be in the ſenſe of fome , with no leſs Arra- 
gance and. Jgnorance , taxed Yirgi/ the Prince of La- 
tine Poets, then he had injured Bex Fohnſon the beſt of 
Emngliſþ- ; that in his Preface to his Annus. Mirabi-. * 
& , notwithſtanding to-adorn that miraculous Poem. | 
he had tranſverſed many things of the incompatable 
irgils, (as may be ſeen by his acknowledgment ,' and: | 
Marginal Notes to-that-purpoſe ,)- yet he there ſays 
thus of him: Ye OR, 

 Thewgh he asſcribes. bis: Dido well and naturally, in 


+-.X 
PR 
: 


| C the violence of her paſſions, yet he muſt yield to Ovid in; 
ys, rhas of Myrrha, the Biblis, :be Althea ov Ovid. 

#7 . ... And alietegftet,, Mon 117 2g 

I's . This if 1 ſce-wot more of their:ſonlt; then Tſee of Di-- - 
[1 do's,. at left I have « greater concerument for theme.” 

Fl Headded, Thar he could not chuſe bur reprehend: 
j | this ſolceciſm of commendation in My. Drydey *-'won-- 


dring with what Brow he could ſay; that if he ſaw nor 

Mare of their fouls then he ſawof Did#bz. yer he had a: 

.greater:.concernmen forchem. ' Howghis would paſs,, 
:at could quadrate with any. favourabloallowance of. 
ſenſe,. he, could. not imaging. For to ſay that Didv's. ! 
was the more large, the more heroick,. the morepil-. #1 
fonare Soul , yer: ninft. not concert: Mr. Dryden's In-. | 1 
© getiuity ſo; far &s:the orhers,. he: rhoughe.fit ro _ " |. 
| 97.) | ; 21 - FJ 
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_ 
ahe-veſt- of Mr. Drydes's Fiero. in 
eat. . And that he would aor chuſe 
negyricks of moſt Poets, ſince they were either 
Impertinent, or. ContradiQtory ts what he could wiſh 
in him, Wherefore he would mind him of what fome 


2 


'Criticks. may:,retort upon /himy (who thengt they 


rake fr not well, yet do not jrdge it worth their lavout 
ta vindicate the matchlefs Wir: of Virgil). that it they 
ſee vor. more of: his Love, than' was to be [cen'iin His 
Eliza the Maiden Queeh, ..or what they aw in tis 
Sts Catherine , ori his Lg bt buckin'd Queen Ulmabide's 
(that made Brebdd/ix her Cylily, : chough her King'and 
Husband, in. order ta the: Embrace at her more \fire- 
nuons Almentor,”) : or: if: they perceived rhe:flame of 
ies of his Muſe in Mexdimin.iand Almenzor , 8s allo 
throughout thoſe Plays iconvertibly varied, | be was 
nat to. ,believe they. coutd/pe:.much:'concerned: with 
his Characters; or that moſt of his Friends wonld 
not wiſh that MruDrzdes would either improve his 
Noſe, ar glie-overarivingo ill, 0 
Art this MrcDryden began vo (be ina cold Swear 
again ; till promiſed that the diſeuoniof AMdeximin 
a200Gravads. ſhoutd: bo deferned vo wiarciteridebiite, if 
his cencerid required. it.. VAIL Ne Wa. \\ ATTN .Þ » 
... Which « forwatd Wit of-his Party perceiving;iſaid, 


- . That the Gentleman thar ſpoke laſt (thought> teuld 


-not-GamMradift his: Judgaent)abad miftaken/the. [b- 
re reg Mr, Dro&w:jendeavdursita hold withebe 
Worlds that, Mr. Drydes' writ 2s. well ac 2ayamwan 
That could write no-bettery, cind/ was no;1efichimfelf 
19. his laſt;Play., called Love iy achut -.the-\fare 
-Whereal had occaſioned him $dxenfels, :charthe'forne- 
times by-1heit! help bad :(Caurted.a:Phy onthe Aur 
 Girncey and that is wat higuumoſt ation,andde- 

1.3 | . 7. lire, 


fire, that they would continue m_ ſo ey 
cw noding of his ; thar it h4d beer | _— C 
Tdped by him, thar he intended the fame; for thi 
Catholiek 1#trigne of his, which he called:  pavnring 
fa Play on the Town. ' © 
Lhe Expreifron was omethitg 66d, it was yielded, 
nd reprefented his heaters no Teſs than Soff Ny Guth, 
ro be bubbſed+ chrs of their Uiterſtarndings by bim.. 
That Mr. Dryden's Education _ trot ſo exadt, a3 that 
no-mixture was fo be fornd in his Mſanrers as welfzs | 
Wit : that he was a'Poet in oli ers ritne; #nd ſome- 
thing more fubfervient to his Hy 24, :- bur theſe 
were" things 'to- be handled ar wr "meeting , if 
Mr. Dryden thonght fir + adding ar He did write 
more for Profit than Mepitrition,” or. collaterally for 
both. Thefirſt of which, be allowed to br the more 
abſolite Miſtrefs of his Muſe, 4s was hinted by Him 
ſelf before * rhough'ir/is era thar as an Ambidexttr 
in Wir, he intended to engroſs both ſolely ro Hittſef; 
But he was to know that Mr. Drydep's words didnot 
always: deefare his meaning} and\ were varied'&8" beſt, 1 
ſerved his turn ; ſometimes for money, ſometimes for cluſion of his 
both money and fafne ; another timefot. fame *abuve _— 
211 things, 'who by no means muſt'be zNowed 6ther Bore. thi peg 
than the beft Poer'in Englend, and had fo caufed *hirf= Micah. 
{:-1f ro be given out by hisFriends; which cannat bur 
p acknowledged another quaint varitry- in Mr, Dry-- 
en. 

One aSked whether wpon the before-mentioned di- 
verſities obſerved tn Mr. Dryaex, he might not heroick= 
ty c_— himſelf by faying this Vere m Meximmitt., 


F, reef and: flagyer, evi ib dunk with, T3 ” 
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. Thar: 


not. deſerve leſs than to be ſoberly blamed ;, and fo 
they had done and ſhould do farther , as occahon of 
red. . He ſaid, that it had been granted alrcady thar 
| Mr. Dryden had been held an odd man enough always, 
by ſome who had proved hime _Notwit nding, if 
his merit was ſmall, they were ſorry he had taken (6 
uch pains to divulge it ; which they did unwilling- 
ly inſtance to him at this time , confidering' he was 
ſomething .penſive and indiſpoſed, as being under a 
gloomy ſulles. Cenſure of the Reta's ; and his Muſe 
ro undergo a ſevere penance for his —_ of 
' Love #n 4 Nunnery ; all which it was hoped he would 
fuffer with a ſorill render calineſs of mind, if ſhe could 
not inſpire him with a more proper and ſecure reme- 
dy. As likewiſe, not to be enraged from theſe gen- 
tle ſtroakings of his Friends, or hope from thence 
more ſafely to kick ar their Counſels, like this of 
Horace » 


Hae male efi palpere, recaleitrat, undique tutws., 
VWhenon the other lide, it is but taking advice from 


+ 


his own Verſe, and receive this noiſe and hubbub 
about his Wit, ao more diſturbed then if 9 


4 horrid flillneſe did ivvade his Far, 


| For his Plays, it was nnarimouſly accorded, that 

though they wiſhed them well; they reſolved hence- 

farth to be more; juſt to his failings than they had hi- 

_ therts —_— » and not endeavour the pawming of 

them on the Town , if his Vic had no'becter a trick 
to thrive I yy | LIES 
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Asking ſome pardon of the World for ſo long con- 
cealing his defes, or miſtaking his Wit, to the ne- 
le of better ; That if he did imploy ſome vacanc 
ours of his Muſe for his vindication againſt the Rox, 
they thought it not amiſs (ar leaſt betore he writ any 
more Plays) ſince his Audience was reſolved to con- 
ſtrue his ſenſe a little berter than yer they had done. 
And lince Mr. Drydezx and his Mule, are beſt ex- 
trolled by his own Pen, it was thought fit to annex this 
honourable and pacifick VViſh ro his future Produ- 
Gions of Wir ; (taken our of his Maximis) uſing only 
the word Writing in ſtead of Thouſand, 
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So may ft thou live thy Writing Texrs in Peace, 
And ſee thy Airy Progeny increaſe. 
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FINIS or not FINIS 
As Mr, Drydes pleaſeth... 
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